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Improving Resilience with FloodSax

As part of the wider community flood resilience programme, the
Council is supporting the use of sandbag alternatives such as
FloodSax to aid resilience in communities at risk of flooding.
Should you find that FloodSax works for you, you should take
action to purchase more yourself directly, if required.

What are FloodSax?

FloodSax are an alternative to sandbags. They are sandless and,
when dry, are as light as pillowcases, making them easy to store
and deploy. The bags consist of a semi-porous inner liner,
containing hundreds of absorbent crystals, which become taut
when wet. They act in a similar fashion to nappies and swell when
they absorb moisture. They can then be deployed as an
alternative to sandbags, creating effective flood barriers, and
helping to protect your home or business.

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/flooding-and-drainage
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Preparing FloodSax for use

FloodSax need to be prepared in advance to become a highly
effective flood barrier. They must be immersed in water first (until
the white cover goes tight). You can use a large bucket or
wheelbarrow for this. Note this can take up to 7 minutes — each
bag should absorb around 20 litres of water and weigh around
20kg (roughly the same weight as a regular sandbag).

Once prepared, the FloodSax can then be placed outside into a
barrier, with each row of FloodSax keeping out about 8 inches of
water.

FloodSax can also be deployed, in their dry state, on the interior
side of a closed door, during a flood - in order to soak up any
water that may seep through.

How to receive FloodSax

FloodSax are provided by the LLFA on a trial basis. Should you
find that FloodSax works for you, you should take action to
purchase more yourself directly. Please note, there are a range of
other similar products available on the market that you could
consider. More information can be found by visiting
bluepages.org.uk or by searching on the internet for alternatives
to sandbags.

It should be noted that the LLFA is unable to recover any used
FloodSax or sandbags and it is the responsibility of the
homeowner to dispose of them safely and appropriately.
FloodSax are single-use items as, once used, they will be
contaminated with unclean flood water. They are largely
biodegradable and can be placed into general waste for landfill.

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/flooding-and-drainage
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How to use FloodSax

Remove outer packaging and open the
vacuum sealed bag.
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Immerse the FloodSax in water, until it is
fully expanded and the outer white cover
goes tight. This takes up to seven minutes.
Replace the water as itis absorbed.

Place the expanded FloodSax in tightly-
[ packed layers to build a barrier outside
R A | your home.
O\

“h \

———— Ensure each row overlaps the joins on the
I | onebelow (like a brick wall) to be certain
5 i i
=y 1 thewallis solid.

\. J

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/flooding-and-drainage
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Disclaimer:

A wide range of commercial alternatives to traditional sandbags
are available, and the County Council does not endorse or
recommend any specific product.

‘FloodSax’ and similar products are offered solely as optional
tools to support community flood resilience, and their
performance may vary depending on the circumstances. The
Council cannot guarantee their effectiveness.

Although the Council has statutory responsibilities in respect of
local flood risk management, its duties do not extend to
preventing all flooding or protecting individual properties.
Flooding events are inherently unpredictable and largely beyond
the reasonable control of the Council. Properties can be
susceptible to flooding for many different reasons, including
location, local topography, drainage, soil conditions, and
proximity to watercourses or other high-risk areas.

Itis the responsibility of property owners to understand the
specific flood risks affecting their property and to take
appropriate measures to mitigate those risks.

Accordingly, the County Council accepts no responsibility or
liability for any loss, damage, or flooding arising from the use,
misuse, non-use, storage, deployment, or failure of these
products, nor for losses or damage resulting from flooding
generally. Property owners remain responsible for assessing the
suitability of any product for their own circumstances and for
ensuring its appropriate use and disposal.

https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/environment-and-planning/flooding-and-drainage
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